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Indonesia is the largest archipelago and the 

fourth most populous country in the world. 

Consisting of five main islands (Sumatra, 

Jawa, Kalimantan, Sulawesi, and Papua) 

with 33 provinces, 30 smaller archipelagos, 

it has a total of 17,508 islands of which 

about 6,000 are inhabited. It stretches 

5,150 km between the Australian and Asian 

continental mainlands and divides the Pa-

cific and Indian Oceans at the Equator. The 

name Indonesia is composed of two Greek 

words: “Indos” which means Indian and 

“nesos” meaning islands. The capital city of 

Indonesia is Jakarta. 

Climate

Climatewise, Indonesia is distinctly tropical. 

The east monsoon from June to September 

brings dry weather while the west monsoon 

from December to March is moisture-laden 

Indonesia In General

bringing rain. The transitional period bet-

ween these two are interposed by occasional 

rainshowers, but even in the midst of the 

west monsoon season, temperatures range 

from 21 degrees C (70 F) to 33 degrees C. 

(90 F) except at higher altitudes which are 

much cooler. Heaviest rainfalls are recorded 

in December and January. Humidity is bet-

ween 60-100 %.

Language and Dialects

There are more 583 languages and dialects 

spoken in the archipelago. There normally 

belong to the 350 different ethnic groups 

of the population. Bahasa Indonesia is the 

national language, written in Roman script 

and based on European orthography. In 

all tourist destination areas English is the 

number one foreign languages fairly spo-

ken and written.

Mount Bromo, East Java
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51 National Parks

A unique marine biodiversity hotspot, the 

Wallacea region with 28,000 flora species 

from tiny rare orchids to the giant Raflesia 

flower; 3,500 species of animals, including 

the endangered orang utans of Sumatra 

and Borneo, the unique giant lizard of Ko-

modo, the horned Java Rhinoceros and the 

last tigers of Sumatra.

Cuisine

The staple food of most of Indonesia is 

“nasi” (rice). On some of the island in east-

ern Indonesia, staple food traditionally 

ranged from corn, sago, cassava to sweet 

potatoes. Fish features prominently in the 

diet as fresh, salted, dried, smoked or a 

paste. Coconut is found everywhere and 

besides being produced for cooking oil, its 

milk - the juice from the white meat - is an 

ingredient for many dishes. Spices and hot 

chili Peppers are the essence of most cook-

ing, and in some areas they are used gene-

rously such as in West Sumatra and North 

Sulawesi. Each province or area has its own 

cuisine, which vary in the method of cook-

ing and ingredients. The Javanese cuisine 

is probably more palatable to the general 

taste and consists of vegetables, soybeans, 

beef, chicken and other varieties. The Su-

matrans generally eat more beef compared 

to the other regions. West Sumatra particu-

larly is known for its Padang restaurants 

found nationwide. Beside the hot and spicy 

food, these restaurants are known for their 

unique style of service. Further to the east, 

seafood features on the daily diet, either 

grilled or made into curries. In Bali, Papua 

and the highlands of North Sumatra and 

North Sulawesi pork dishes are speciali-

ties. Pork is ussually served in Chinese res-

taurants or non-moslem regions. There is 

a wide variety of tropical and sub-tropical 

fruits and vegetables all year round. Coffee 

and tea plantations are plentiful, growing 

on several islands, and served everywhere 

from fine restaurants to small village stalls. 

There are several breweries which produce 

local beer. Bali produces “brem” which is 

a rice wine, whereas Toraja has its “tuak” 

which is also known in North Sumatra. Most 

common nationwide are “sate” (skewered 

grilled meat), “gado-gado” (vegetable salad 

with a peanut sauce), “nasi goreng” (fried 

rice served at anytime) and “bakmi goreng” 

(fried noodles). 

Travel Formalities

All travelers to Indonesia must be in pos-

session of passport valid for at least six 

months from date of arrival and have proof 

(tickets) of onward or return passage. Im-

migration authority will provide Free Tour-

ist Visas for a period of 30 days to national s 

from 11 countries only on the basis of 

reciprocity. The countries are Thailand, Ma-

laysia, Singapore, Brunei Darussalam, the 

Nasi tumpeng, an Indonesian yellow steam rice 
combination dish and is known as ceremonial yellow 
rice cone that only made to celebrate a special occasion. 
Surrounding the large mound of rice flavored with 
coconut milk and turmeric are piles of fried chicken, fried 
tempe, shredded egg omelet and other tasty dishes.
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of Indonesia is conditions as follows, the 

natural disaster happens in the place that 

is visiting by the tourist. And if, the tourist 

is sick or got an accident during other visit-

ing. Other nationals must apply for visa at 

Indonesia Embassies or Consulates in their 

home country. In addition, the visa cannot 

be replaced with any other of immigration 

letters. Some conditions apply; please visit 

www.indonesia.com for further information. 

Entry ports where visa-on-arrival may be is-

sued are the Soekarno-Hatta airport in Jakar-

ta, Ngurah Rai airport in Bali, Sultan Syarif 

Hasim airport in Pekanbaru, Tabing airport 

in Padang, Juanda airport of Surabaya and 

the Sam Ratulangi airport in Manado. While 

authorized seaports are Batam, the Seku-

pang, Batuampar, Nongsa, Marina, Teluk 

Senimba, Bandar Brintan, Talani Lagoi and 

Bandar Sri Udana Labon in the Riau archi-

pelago, Sri Bintan Pura in Tanjung Pinang, 

Belawan port and Sibolga in North Sumatra, 

Yos Sudarso Tanjung Perak in Surabaya, Te-

luk Bayur of Padang, Tanjung Priok at Jakar-

ta, Padang Bai and Benoa in Bali, the port 

of Jayapura, Bitung, Tanjung Balai Karimun, 

Tanjung Mas in Central Java, Tenua and 

Maumere in East Nusa Tenggara, Pare-Pare 

and Soekarno Hatta port in South Sulawesi.

Philippines, Hong Kong SAR, Macao SAR, 

Chile, Morocco, Peru and Vietnam. 

Visa on Arrival (VOA) will be given to 

citi zens of Australia, Argentina, Brazil, 

Den mark, Canada, Finland, France, Ger-

many, Great Britain, Hungary, Italy, Ja-

pan, Norway, Poland, South Africa, South 

Korea, Switzerland, New Zealand, Taiwan, 

the United Arab Emirates, and the United 

States of America, Austria, Belgium, In-

dia, Ireland, Kuwait, Luxemburg, Maldives, 

Egypt, Oman, Portuguese, Qatar, The Peo-

ple of Republic China, Russian, Saudi Ara-

bian, Spain, Bahrain, Bulgaria, Cambodia, 

Cyprus, Estonia, Greece , Iran, Iceland, Laos 

PDR, Liechtenstein, Malta, Mexico, Monaco, 

Nederland, Suriname, Sweden, Aljazair, 

Czechoslovakia, Fiji, Latvia, Libya, Lithua-

nia, Panama, Slovakia, Slovenia, Rumania, 

Tunisia. Visa on arrival is valid for 30 days 

and maybe extended under the permission 

“Sate” (Satay) served with ketupat (Steam rice in co-
conut leaves)

Indonesian Airplane
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Visit Indonesia Representative Offices :

AUSTRALIA

Level 5, 68 Alfred Street, Milsons Point NSW 

2061, Australia PO BOX 365, MILSONS POINT 

NSW 1565 Phone : 02 9959 4277, Fax : 02 

9929 4543 E-mail : iedyer@itegra-tm.co.au

www.visit-indonesia.com.au

Contact Person : Ms. Leanne Dyer

JAPAN

(Office-1)

707 Win-Yotsuya, 2-18 Sumiyoshi-cho,

Shinjyuku-ku, Tokyo 162-0065, Japan

Phone : 03 5363 0137, Fax : 03 3353 8521

E-mail : narita@vmc.j-net

www.visitindonesia. jp, 

Contact Person : Mr. Tadahiko Narita

(Office 2)

New Tokyo Building 3-3-1, Marunouchi, 

Choyida-ku, Tokyo 1000-005, Japan

Phone : 03 3240 6151, Fax : 03 3240 6150

E-mail : narita@vmc.j-net

HONG KONG

10/F, Tung Ming Building, 40 Des Voeux 

Road Central, Hong Kong Phone : 852 2524 

3233 Fax : 852 2845 9560

Email : bennyplc@netvigator.com, 

benny@pacific-leisure.com.hk 

www.visit-indonesia.cn

Contact Person : Mr. Benny wong

THE PEOPLE REPUBLIC OF CHINA

27/F, Song Dang Hotel 120 Liu Hua Road, 

510016, Guangzhou, Guangdong, P.R. China

Phone : 8620-61130706 Fax : 8620-61130709 

Email : bidadari_mia@hotmail.com

Contact Person : Ms. Mia Lioe

Transportation

Garuda Indonesia’s flagship airline serves to 

all major cities in Indonesia. They fly only jets 

and mainly wide-bodies. Many airlines serve 

domestic routes.

PELNI (The National Passenger Line) criss-

crossing the archipelago on fixed schedule. 

Main ticketing sales office is in Jl. Angkasa 

18 Kemayoran Phone. (021) 4211921. 

Train travel across Java and Sumatra can be 

faster & cheapest Land transportation. 

Airport-City v.v Transportation

Taxi fares are metered and will cost between 

Rp 60,000 to Rp 75,000 to the downtown 

area of the city where most large hotels are 

located. The air-conditioned airport bus 

service is approximately Rp 10,000 to any 

of the five city zones. Limousine services 

are provided by some of the leading hotels 

in the city. Faster and comfortable in Ja-

karta is Trans Jakarta bus service Rp 3,500 

PELNI (The National Passenger Line) Jakarta Traffic




